QIS: the new nursing facility survey.
All skilled nursing facilities in the United States must undergo an annual survey required by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services to determine if the facility meets federal requirements for the provision of care. The process that surveyors follow has changed recently. While it currently is being adopted on a state-by-state basis, this new survey process-called the Quality Indicator Survey-soon will become the standard for all nursing facility surveys. Therefore, facilities and practitioners that serve them need to be aware of the new ways in which the care they provide will be assessed during the survey process.